
Two Grants Help Prevent Human Trafficking in Prince William County Schools      
 

Human trafficking is a serious problem all over the world. But it’s happening here in Prince William 
County as well. Students from Prince William County Public Schools have become victims of either labor 
or sex trafficking. They are recruited, manipulated, and exploited by traffickers, who force them to work 
(labor trafficking) or sell themselves for sexual activity (sex trafficking) for the profit of the trafficker.  

Knowing that prevention was the key to ending human trafficking in our schools, Elizabeth Young, 
Supervisor of School Social Workers in the Office of Student Services, applied for and received a grant 
from the Potomac Health Foundation to establish a Human Trafficking Prevention Program from 2013-
2016. Through the grant, 450 presentations 
were made in most PWCS high schools from 
2013-2016, and 123 female students were 
identified as victims at varying levels of 
severity and received referrals for counseling 
and other services.  

When funding ended, Student Services was 
not able to sustain the program without 
more time and additional grant funding, so 
Ms. Young and the Human Trafficking 
Prevention Specialist, Angella Alvernaz, 
applied for and received a second grant from 
the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice 
Services. In the first year of that grant, 250 
presentations were made in PWCS high 
schools, and the Human Trafficking Prevention team worked with 78 students who were identified as 
victims. During the second and final year of the grant, Ms. Alvernaz will be working to implement a 
sustainability plan so that the program will be able to continue without grant funding.  

These combined grant funds over the last four 
years have allowed PWCS to connect with over 
514 students who have asked for assistance. 
Out of those 514 students, 201 students have 
been identified as a victim at varying levels of 
severity. Without this program, the needs of 
these students may have gone unnoticed and 
untreated. These two important grants have 
helped bring much-needed services to PWCS 
students, and they are helping us build an 
internal program that can be sustained for 
years to come. 


